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A SPECIALIST MATHS AND COMPUTING COLLEGE 

VISIT IS A KNOCKOUT 
     Year 10 students were boxing clever this week with 
inspirational life lessons from a former champion of the ring.  
     The world middleweight title winner of 1998, Richie Woodhall, stepped 
back through the ropes in February to meet our students. 
Youngsters took the opportunity to chat with the former boxing champ 
about his career and the reasons behind his success.  This is the second 
time Richie has visited the school. 
      We decided to get Richie back again as he does an excellent 
motivational and inspirational talk about his career and why he became a 
success.  He won the title of middle weight boxing champion in 1998 
despite a serious injury and now trains other box ers including the Olympic 
team.  Richie talked to our pupils for about an hour about  having a goal in 
life and working hard to achieve it .  He went on to  answer many questions 
from them and signed over 100 autographs!  
      His presentation about his career and his boxercise session really 
motivated students to wo rk harder in order to suc ceed.  Richie came into 
school last year and delighted staff and students alike. He was so good 
we couldnôt wait to get him back!  
  
 

                                            

SCHOOL ROWS ON FOR SPORT 
CHARITY 

     Sporty kids have rowed more than double the English 
Channel ï and didnôt even get wet! 
     Fifty five students and 25 staff completed the challenge 
to raise money for Sport Relief.  They rowed more than 
402,000 metres which is effectively from Portsmouth to 
Nantes in France.  Rowing-machines were installed in the 
school hall and the team took it i n turns to row 250 miles. 
Starting at 8am, the group had set themselves the target 
of going the distance in under 7 hours. The rowing 
challenge was one of several energetic events organised to 
raise money for charity. Out on the playing fields, pupils 
completed the Sport Relief Mile with some brave souls 
putting on fancy dress.  
      £2,700 smashed the fundraising target, Malcolm 
Barnes, head of PE, said the event had proven a big 
success. 
 

ARDEN DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETY 
Chairman Dr. Michael Norton handed over 140 art books which were 

kindly donated to the school by the society.  The  charity organisation is 
dedicated to the development and enjoyment of art for all . 

 

Spring has finally 
sprung! 

Welcome back from your Easter 
break.  These lovely snowdrops are 
late arriving this year but I think we 
are all relieved to see them after 
such a bad winter!   

http://www.lighthall.co.uk/


          

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     

 

 

 

       

 

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                      
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                                

 

Yr 11 IT Diploma students recently had two trips to see 

local businesses in action. Utensa in Tyseley ï manufactures of 
bakeware and Brandauer in Hockleyï manufacturers of small 
metal components for a range of purposes including telecoms. 
Both companies are proud that they are still manufacturing 
successfully despite the current recession. The students were 
given a tour of the factories and received talks from the 
management. Their coursework projects will be based on these 
trips and will include suggestions for improving the company IT 
systems ï the best ideas will be presented back to the company 
management! 

Yr10 Diploma - Students have been finding out about a 

range of companies and what makes them successful. They have 

had a number of talks and have visited Land Rover, where they 
had a tour of the production line and talks about th e company. 
Another focus for their work has been t eam work and they are just 
beginning a mini-enterprise project where the most successful 
team will be the one which manages to make the most money  - 
watch this space. 

 

GIFTED & TALENTED 
STUDENTS 

        Fifty four students past and present 
attended a Personal Effectiveness 
course during the past twelve months 
delivered by Mrs Plaza and Miss Knight. The 
course focused on effective listening, time 
management, setting goals, changing 
ineffective habits, and relationships with 
others. Students worked towards a level 2 
qualification and we are extremely proud of 
their commitment (especially as one group 
came in on Saturdays when it was snowing 
and the other two gave up their summer 
holidays!) An awards evening was held in 
January to celebrate their achievements.  
We wish them lots of luck for the future . 
.plans.  

 

New Era dawns for 
English Teachers 

AQAôs ENHANCED RESULTS ANALYSIS (ERA) is a 
free online resource that provides an instant 
breakdown of exam results, and it is fast gaining 
popularity.  
   ERA gives schools access to detailed information 
on individual studentsô results and allows them to 
compare studentsô average marks to previous 
yearôs, to similar centres or to all AQA centres. 
    Mrs Stevens heads up a team of 12 teachers in 
the English department and registered to use ERA 
over the summer.  She said óThe first thing I did 
was to get a general overview of the school and see 
where we had got higher and lower marks overall. I 
also wanted to see where our students had gone 
wrong; once we knew we were able to share it with 
them.  The usefulness of ERA is in using it. The 
data is so important for us and really helps us to 
focus in on areas of weakness and to see clearly 
where students are under-achieving. It really is the 
way forward!ô 

 

 
Year 10ôs go to work! 

Each year our Year 10 students have the 
opportunity to do work experience in a place 
of their choice.  The placement is for one 
week only but is enough to give them a 
flavour of what it is like to go out into the 
work place.  Students chose placements 
ranging from solicitors to animal care and we 
received some fantastic feedback from 
employers ï so well done to all who took 
part.                
            

SKI TRIP to Austria 
33 students from years 8 and 9 went to Austria in March to t est 

out their skiing ability!  

Past students with maths 
ability go on to greater 

things! 
     Gemma Harris chose to study 

Mathematics, further Maths, Physics, 
Accounting and Philosophy at A level. An 
exceptional maths student, she achieved 
the expected A in Maths and Further 
Maths, as well as an additional two As 
and a B to earn a place at Warwick 
University, where she is continuing her 
Mathematics study. 

     Emily Mynott studied 

Chemistry, Biology, Geography, 
Mathematics and Further Maths at A 
Level and achieved straight As! She 
progressed to Magdalene College, 
Cambridge to study Medicine.  

       Drew Duffield studied A 

Levels. He achieved an A grade in 
computing and a further 3As and one B 
in Mathematics, Further Maths, Physics 
and Philosophy. He has since progressed 
to University to continue his Maths 
studies. 

 Breakfast Treat! 
A breakfast party took place in the Learning 
Resource Centre this term.  This was provided 
as a reward to students for returning library 
books on time. This year 7H3/EHO and 
9H3/JCO were joint winners so both were 
given the treat!  

 

OLIVER 
Rehearsals are well under way for the 
school production of Oliver.  
Performances will take place on 23rd, 
24th & 25th June at 7pm - more details 
to follow.  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health and Social Care and Child 
Development 

    We have been very fortunate to have several people give up their 
valuable time to come and talk to Year 10 and 11 pupils in both Health and Social care and Child Development lessons. 

SHINE (Solihull Health Improvement through Nutrition and Exercise) www.solihull.gov.uk/shine  
    SHINE (Solihull health improvement through nutrition and exercise) came into school and did a 2 hour workshop with the year 11 group 
about the importance of food choices in tackling obesity. The students then did an hourôs exercise to show how important it is for children to 
become more active. A highlight of the visit was watching Alice Toney in Year 11 playing dodge ball whilst wearing a fat suit .  Alice reported 
that at th e end of the session she felt very tired and out of breath and could appreciate mobility issues that are associated with obes ity.  

Judy Wood from Sydney Mitchell - (Family Solicitor)  
    Judy is a family solicitor and came in with a colleague Simon Greenaway, who is also a 
professional actor. They came and did an innovative and creative workshop about the importance of 
emotional health and how divorce affects lots of different relationships in many ways. It was a very 
informative session, and the students were particularly impressed with Mr. Greenawayôs monologue 
at the start of the session.  

Angela Sweet - (School Nurse) 
    Angela Sweet is the school nurse and has been in twice this term to give talks about health 
promotion and measuring physical fitness to Health and Social care students. She also gave a very 
interesting talk about contraception to the year 11 Child Development group.  

Victoria Lowry - (Midwife) - Year 10 and 11 were 

very pleased to welcome back Victoria Lowry, who is an ex 
Light Hall pupil, and now a qualified midwife. Victoria comes 
into school on a regular basis to discuss many topics with 
both Health and Social care and Child Development. Most 
recently she did a talk on promoting breast feeding to 
improve child development, and the impor tance of regular 
antenatal screening for mothers and babies.  

Velocity Gym at the Village Park Hotel 
    Year 11 was fortunate this term to get a visit to the 
Velocity Health Club at the Village Park Hotel. This is a new 
hotel with excellent health facilit ies. The students had a tour 
of the gym and wellness areas, and then took part in a Body 
combat class.   This will help towards their health p romotion 
coursework.  Thanks to Richard and Kerstie at The Village 
Park Hotel for arranging the visit and looking after the 
students very well.  
     If anyone has experience of working in health, social care 
or early years and would like to come into school to talk to 
the students then please contact Ms. P. Harris to discuss this 
further : Email s207pharris@lighthall.solihull.sch.uk. 

 
 
 
 
 

ART TRIP  
Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery 

      30 Gifted and Talented Students from Years 8 and 9, 

along with a number of  Year 9's who have chosen art for 
an option next year, went to BMAG to see the Bridget 
Riley "Flashback" exhibition.  Students were able to take 
photos, make drawing studies from the work and 
researched the work of Riley. Back at school they hope to 
produce a clay piece during the after school workshops 
run by Miss Shutt. It was a very successful day, with 
some great work produced by the students.  

 

RADIO STAR IN THE MAKING! 
       Sue Watson, our Specialist College Manager, appeared on a 
live radio broadcast on Radio WM presented by Joanne Malin.  Sue 
was invited to talk about the computer classes she organises in 
school for the over 60ôs which have been a great success.  Joanne 
and Sue explained to the audience how the internet can have a 
positive impact on your life following news that around 10 million 
people in Britain still do not access the internet!  

 

Year 8 and 9 rewards for the guide dogs ï Y8 and Y9 students, who kindly raised over £600 for the Guide Dogs for 

the Blind, were treated to a visit at the training centr e at Leamington Spa.  The trip provided an opportunity to see how the money is 
being spent.  Students involved were: Y8 Sophia Kaminski, Rebecca Maddocks, Danny Knight, Rachel Batten, Tim Hutchinson, 
Shelby Checkley, Brittany Bell, Charley Keefe, Chris Webber, Georgia Shelton, Kayleigh Price, Peter Eborall, Tom Harrison, Isabelle 
Copplestone, Josh Abrahams, Usman Elahi, Callum Finnegan, Dan Yates, Matt Clarke, Eleanor Clarke.  Yr 9 Emma Ling, Katie Read, 
Elle Taylor, Lauren Tiller, Hiran Ladwa, Sam Wesson, Kirsty Jones, Alice Garbett, Jessica Harrison, Faye Richards, Isobel Taylor, 
Reece Ticer. 

 

http://www.solihull.gov.uk/shine
mailto:s207pharris@lighthall.solihull.sch.uk


 
 
Extra-curricular clubs since Christmas has been hit hard by the weather but are now well under way and the numbers at clubs are starting to 
rise again. Basketball has continued to be popular along with the football club w here students play whatever the weather conditions . Rugby 
continues to develop with the progress of the year  11.  As we head towards Easter new clubs are starting with outside coaches supporting in 
rugby and judo. 
 
Inter ï Form Sport Achievements  

Jan-10 Joe Fox 11 Top 4 in the country for cycling  

 
Billy Daniels 11 Signed scholarship/academy for Coventry City 

 
Yr9 Basketball 9 Reach play off's in the Solihull championship 

 
Jack Wardle 11 Solihull Sports Federation Role of Honour 

 
Genieve Brown 11 Solihull Sports Federation Role of Honour 

 
Lizzie Deehan 9 Solihull Sports Federation Role of Honour 

    Football 
After what has been a terrible term so far weather wise the Y ear 9 team played their first game  on the 2nd March against Bishop Challenor in 
the Birmingham Cup but unfortunately we lost 5 -2.  Year 11 and Year10 teams have had better success this year and have progressed well in 
cup competitions.  Other year groups have unfortunately been beaten in t he early rounds of some of the competitions but most still have a 
chance of progressing in the Solihull competitions.  Congratulations to Billy Daniels in Y11 who has been signed for Coventry City Academy on 
a scholarship for the next two seasons. 
 

Cross Country 
We have had representation in all three of the cross country races with the final race being held in March. We have taken a team of over 20 
pupils to each event and have had a highest finish of 5 th which was achieved by Tommy Massey in the first race.  

 
Basketball 
Teams from year 7, 9 and 11 have competed in competitions this year with mixed success.  Y7 competed in the local tournament and 
finished 3rd in the group d espite playing very few matches. They worked really hard but came up against a very  strong team from Arden. 
Year 11 competed in the league but due to injuries and commitments of 
players to other activities they finished mid table in the league.  

 
Dance 
9 dancers are participating in the Solihull Dance Festival at Alderbrook 
School in March.  

 
Trampolining  
Consistently well supported - we have had a new coach since January 
thanks to the partnership . 

 
Girls Football 
At last we have been able to get back out. The Under 13 and Under 15 
played their first matches this term against St Peterôs. U15 were 
narrowly beaten in a closely contested match (4-5) and the U13 
celebrated a fantastic 4-0 victory. 

 
Netball 
The year 7 netball team won all their games this season and 
then went on to win the Solihull District Netball Tournament at 
Lode Heath School on the 24 th March, beating Solihull School 
8-3 in the final .  Team members are: Georgia Swann, Kayleigh 
Salt, Esther Walton, Charlotte Hicken, Stephanie Loose, Jessica 
McDonald, Lacey Hughes, Lauren Kettle & Zoe Moles with 
proud coach Dawn Swann. 

 
Rugby 
Year 11 team, shown here, played against Camp Hill Rugby 
Club. This was a Saturday morning fixture set up by Mr 
Hayfield and Mr Hall with the intention of building up links with 
the club for the future. The event was well represented by 
parents and there was food and a presentation after the game.  
We are hoping to run a tournament fixture next y ear across all 
year groups.  

Duke of Edinburgh 
The first walk was a real success taking place on the 6th February in Henley in Arden and surrounding areas. The next walk will take place in 
March. Overall the students are doing really well and we are set to have 20 complete the award this year! 
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NEWS ITEM S 
If you have any news for this magazine then email details and photos to: amorris@lighthall.solihull.sch.uk 
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