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INTRODUCTION

You will soon be choosing the subjects you wish to study next year. This booklet is designed
to give you the basic information you and your parents need to help make your decisions.
This year we are also providing you and your parents with an options interview, options fayre
and updated website in order to ensure you make the right decisions.

www.lighthall.co.uk

Some important dates:

Wednesday 27" January Year 9 Assembly to explain procedure and choices available. Distribution

of booklets

Thursday 28" January Par ent s 6/OpHon®e FFay megto explain the procedure and choices
available

Thursday 4 ™ February Student interviews

Thursday 11 ™ February  Year 9 parents evening

Friday 26 ™ February Latest date for option  returns

THE CURRICULUM FOR YEARS 10 & 11

The core curriculum in Years 10 and 11 follows the requirements of the National Curriculum.
You will be expected to take the following subjects:

o English (7 lessons per fortnight)

o Mathematics (6 lessons per fortnight)

o Science (6 lessons per fortnight)

o Life and Morality (RE) (3 lessons per fortnight )
o Physical Education (4 lessons per fortnight)

o Information Technology (4 lessons per fortnight)

In addition you will choos e further courses from a range of optional subjects.

e See options columns
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Things to consider

You should consider your choices for Years 10 and 11 with great care. The overall framework of the
curriculum is designed to keep your choices and opportunities at 16+ very much open.  But you will also be
considering future courses and employment when maki ng decisions. In order to do this you must gather

as much information as possible and speak to as many people as possible regarding your choices.

This booklet is a start, so ensure that you read it properly. Along with the booklet you will receive a
personal interview with a member of staff and have the opportunity to attend an options fare. In
addition to this you should ask the subject staff if there is something about which you are un certain.

Visit the Careers Library  where there is a wealth of informati  on about qualifications needed for any
particular career. DO NOT FORGET THE VIEWS OF YOUR PARENTS. Ask them to take an active
part in your decision making process.

Think of the enjoyment factor 0 which subjects are most likely to be enjoyable to youandt o motivate
you? Remember that these courses are for two years and it will seem a very long time if you do not find
them enjoyable. In which courses are you most likely to succeed?

Do not choose courses just because your friends have decided to take them . It would not be
quaranteed you would be with them anyway if your options columns needed switching
Also do not choose a subject because you like a particular teacher d they may not be teaching you

next year .

Qualifications

Certificates

In all the option subjects you will study for either a GCSE certificate or
an equivalent Vocational qualification.

Both of these qualifications are set and marked externally . The names
of the main examining groups (called Awarding Bodies) are:

AQA EDEXCEL OCR WJEC

They issue certificates that indicate the final grade achieved.

Each of the subject descriptions, which are in this booklet, will explain which Awarding Body is being

used and how the assessment in the subject is to be measured. Some subjects have more  controlled

assessment (coursework ) than others, some have interim e xaminations (call ed o6 modul ar 8 exam
Most GCSE subjects have a final written examination at the end of the course.

G.C.S.E.

The General Certificate in  Secondary Education. This is the long established qualification at Key Stage 4.
However, the sp ecifications for most o  ption subjects have been updated . The main changes include a
reduction in the content, and an increase the skills elements of the subject. As well as a greater focus on

PLTS (Personal Learning and Thinking Skills). The controlled ass essment (coursework ) elements of each
course have also changed. These elements of the course must now be performed under much tighter
regulations. The range of grades that are available remains A* - G. Most subjects dbut notall &still have
two levels of entry, they are called the Higher Tier and the Foundation Tier. The tier at which a student
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is entered is usually decided during January or February in Year 11.  The assessment in some subjects has
increased the amount of modular style wr itten examinations.

Vocational ly- based Qualifications

Applied G.C.S.E.

The Applied GCSE was launched nationally in Septemb er 2002 . Itis closely linked with current GCSE
qualifications and will provide an important rung on the vocational ladder.

The quadlification is regarded as particularly supportive for those wishing to progress to a Vocational ‘A’ level
or other vocationally related or occupationally related qualification. The qualification has been designed to:
e Provide an introduction to a broad voca tional area;

e Enable progression to further education, training or employment;

e Be available at key stage 4 and post -16

BTEC.

BTECs are vocational qualificati ons which provide a more practical, real -world approach to learning and skills
development alongside a key theoretical background. Although not GCSE they have an equivalent rating
BTEC6s can be used to support col | eg-kevelpTheyganthgesoben t o
developed and updated with and for industry, in response to the needs of learners. This ensures that learners
gain maximum benefit from their work whilst qualifying. This could be in readiness for the workplace or

continued study at the next level, whether in an academic environment or a more specialist vocational ar ea.The
grading system is Pass, Merit & Distinction . A BTEC First is equivalent to 2 GCSEs grades A* - C.

The OCR ICT Nationals
The ICT Nationals are a suite of qualifications which focus on the practical application s of Information and
Communication Technology. They have replaced the GNVQ qualifica tion

The OCR Nationals prepare students for the real world of work or further education. They are designed to

stimul ate student s® cr-aalt, practical gkillsathrawill dnetivatellearp  1ing aciloss a wide
range of subjects.

As a suite of qualifications they offer progression from the  First Award, which is equivalent to one
GCSE, tothe Award, equivalentto two GCSEs and ontothe full  Certificate , equivalent to four GCSEs.
The grading system is Pass(equivalent to a GCSE C grade), Merit (GCSE A/ B), Distinction (GCSE A* /A).
Please see the ICT option page for further details (page 2 2).

The Diploma (Double Option)

This is part of a suite of 17 new qualifications that will be available to all students by 2013. The qualifications
are designing to give candidates both academic and vocational elements to their learning. After a successful

pilot, the ICT Diploma will again be on offe r for our students, along with other students within the  Solihull
borough. Further details about the ICT Diploma can be found within the ICT subject section

What is a Diploma?

e It's a new qualification for 14 819 year olds

e They teach you about an area of work you're interes  ted in

e |It's different to GCSEsand A levels but has equivalent ratings
e Youget a mix of class work and hands on experience

e And choose other subject options that you want to do
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http://yp.direct.gov.uk/diplomas/questions_and_answers/glossary/#GCSE
http://yp.direct.gov.uk/diplomas/questions_and_answers/glossary/#A_level

At the end, you'll have a better idea of what you want to do next. It could be more study at school or college,

a job, university, college or an Apprent iceship. And a list of all the individual qualifications that make up your
Diploma. These have been designed to prepare you for work or further study 0 and we've worked with
employers and universities to make sure of this.

The Diploma elements

You have to achieve all the elements below at Level 2(A* -C) in order to achieve the full Diploma:

Principle Learning IT (elements of Business Studies)
Generic Learning Functional skills Ma/IT/En
Personal project
PLTS

Work experience
Additional/Specialist At least 1 %2 GCSE or equivalent subjects (other option choices)

Each el ement is the equivalent of GCSE®6s. For example if
none of the other components you khave the equivalent of

Why would you do one?

Diploma is different to what you're used to. You get more choice about what you learn. And you can keep your
options open for the future by exploring s  ubject areas without committing to a career in them.

e It'susually a 2 year course, whatever level you study at

e You'll learn in the classroom

e And you might also spend time at another school or college in your area
e You'll do practical stuff like projects and work experience

e And learn life skills that are important for work, study and the future

e You can use what you learn to tackle real life situations

e Like you'd find at work, study or in research

Remember:
e This option takes two option columns

e There is a lot of work (equivalent of 7 GCSE®&6s!!)
e You must be able to achieve a C grade or above in each element of the qualification

NVQO - YOUNG APPRENTICESHIP

We also have the opportunity for certain students to undertaken a NVQ (L2) in Light Motor Vehicle
Maintenance with the prestigious company Jaguar/Land Rover based in Leamington.  This is a double option.
Further details of this exciting opportunity are given at the parents evening and Y9 assembly.

e On the next page the graph provides a breakdown of each subject final exam vs coursework
(controlled assessment)
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BTEC Sport

GCSE PE

BTEC Music

GCSE Music

GCSE Media

GCSE Computing

GCSE History

GCSE Health/Social

GCSE Geography

GCSE Drama

GCSE Technology subjects
BTEC Dance

GCSE Child Development

Subject

GCSE Business
BTEC Business
GCSE Art/Design
Additional maths
GCSE Life/Morality
OCR Nat ICT
BTEC Science
GCSE Science
GCSE Mathematics
GCSE English Lit

GCSE English/Lang

Exam vs Coursework

OExam @ Coursework

20

40

%

60

80

100
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Key Stage 4 o September 2010

Compulsory GCSE/BTEC Subjects
English, Mathematics, Science, ICT ( Information & Communication Technology), Life and
Morality , Physical Education.

Option Subjects
You now need to make one choice from each of the 4 columns shown below.

A B C D
Art/Design (GCSE)

Garden Design Food(GCSE) French (GCSE) French (GCSE)
Media (GCSE) ICTig%rgEl;tmg German (GCSE) German (GCSE)
PE Health/Social Care . :
(GCSE/BTEC) (GCSE) Spanish (GCSE) Spanish (GCSE)
Child Dev (GCSE) Additional Maths Music (BTEC) Geography (GCSE)
Business Studies . Art/Design and
Geography (GCSE) (GCSE/BTEC) Child Dev (GCSE) Applied A/D (GCSE)

Art/Design and Resistant Materials

ICT (OCR Nat) Applied A/ID (GCSE) Media (GCSE) (GCSE)
Health/Social Care Performing Arts .
(GCSE) Dance (BTEC) History (GCSE) Food (GCSE)
History (GCSE) Graphics (GCSE) ICT (OCR Nat) BUS'QE?SE?)U dies
Product Design Triple Science . . .
(GCSE) (GCSE) Textiles (GCSE) Triple Science (GCSE)
En/Ma support Music (GCSE) Drama (GCSE) WOer Re_lated
earning
Work Related
Learning En/Ma support En/Ma support En/Ma support
Diploma (ICT)
Young Apprenticeship
Jaguar/Land Rover
Notes & Restrictions
Science (compulsory) Either Btec science or GCSE Double award is compulsory but it is
recommended that you strongly consider taking triple science
option, if you wish to take science post 16 . The choices available are
listed on page 8.
Languages Again, it is recommended you strongly consider taking a MFL. You

can only take a language if you have studied it during key stage 3.

LAM- Life and morality Student s will continue to follow the GCSE started in Year 9
(compulsory)

PE (compulsory) Students will b e given the opportunity to participate in core PE during
their 4 periods per fortnight

Diploma Please remember a Diploma counts as a double option .

Optioh@TB%RWélS%ZLGH All students will study for the OCR National Award unless they opt fory
th e full Certificate or Diploma (please see ICT for explanation).



ENGLISH/ENGLISH LANGUAGE and ENGLISH LITERATURE

What are the aims of the course?

The course aims to provide all students with the opportunity
to become skilled, confident communicators in written and
spoken English.

Students will learn how to:

e communicate clearly and effectively,

o Jisten to and participate in discussion;,

e structure and organise their speech;

o read with insight and engagement;

o distinguish between fact and opinion;

e write accurately using s tandard English,

e adapt writing to suit different purposes and audiences,
e respond to texts from a wide variety of genres.

e select and evaluate information from their reading;
o effectively organise and plan their writing

There is now a new specification where students will take either English or English
Language & English Literature.

What topics might | study? (This depends on which route you take)

A Shakespeare play, creative writing, a text from another culture, poems of the English
Heritage, a novel from the Literary Heritage text or short stories and a study of mult /-
modal texts and a study of Spoken Language.

How much of the course will be Examination and Controlled Assessment?

Controlled Speaking & Examination
Assessment Listening
English 40% 20% 40%
English language + 40% 20% 40%
English Literature 25% N/A 75%

All students must complete a coursework folder of five assignments that cover the
assessment for both Language and Literature. An anthology of poetry and prose is
published by the Awarding Bodly for use in the examinations.

What independent study will | have to undertake?

There are ample opportunities for independent study and students
are encouraged to express thelr own views and opinions.

For further information contact : Mrs Stevens
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MATHEMATICS

What are the aims of the course?
— To develop an ability to think clearly and logically, to approach
e problems with confidence, to decide what is correct, suspicious or
wrong, to be able to develop a coherent argument;  and above all
enjoy the patterns and elegance of mathematics.

»

What topics will | study?
Number & Algebra, Shape & Space, Handling Data and the
application of mathematics.

What skills will | develop?

You will develop independent thinking, logic and probl em solving, computational and
organisational skills, all of which help to meet the demands of other subjects and of
society.

What examination will | take?
EDEXCEL Modular G.C.S.E. Mathematics (Foundation or Higher Tier)

What is involved with the examinat ion?

The Mathematics GCSE is now wholly assessed through examinations, coursework no longer
being required. The Modular approach means that pupils will not only be examined
throughout the course, and thus be able to gauge their progress, but can also resit any
examination they feel they could improve on. The Modules are: -

Unit 1 d Handling data (20%)

Unit 2 dAlgebra, Number, Shape & Space (30%)

Unit 3 dAlgebra, Number, Shape & Space (50%)

What independent study will | have to undertake?
The essence of le arning mathematics is 9 a little and often always building and develop ing
current skills. At least one amount  of homework per week will be set.

What career opportunities could the course help to give me?
A qualification in mathematics is regarded as a basic
necessity for any educated person. In addition, increasingly
mathematics or a module on Handling Data is seen to be an
excellent subject to complement many  further education
courses like geography, psychology, geology, business
studies, languages, and computer studies to name just a few,
as well as the traditional science subjects. This will open up
opportunities for careers in such areas as engineering,
computing, medical research, meteorology, teaching and
accountancy. A quallfication in mathematics will increase
your career choice.

AB=AC2+BC?

Pythagoras' Theorem

For further information contact : Mr. Rogers
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SCIENCE

What are the aims of the course?

To encourage candidates to:

e acquire a systematic body of sclientific knowledge, and the skills needed to apply this in new
and changing situations,

e acquire an understanding of scientific ideas, of how they develop, of the factors which may
affect their power, and of their limitations,

e consider and evaluate critically their own data and conclusions, and those obtained from
other sources, using ICT where appropriate,

e evaluate, in terms of their scientific knowledge and understanding
and their understanding of the processes of scientific enquiry and
of the nature of scientific knowledge, the benefits and drawbacks
of scientific and technological developments, including those related
to the environment, personal health and quality of life, and
considering ethical issues where these arise;

e select, o rganise and present information clearly and logically, using appropriate scientific
terms and conventions, and ICT where appropriate;

e interpret and evaluate scientific data and conclusions from a variety of sources,

e use electronic (internet, CD ROMSs, datab ases, simulations etc.) and/or more traditional
sources of information (books, magazines, leaflets etc.) to collect data and ideas on a topic
of scientific interest.

What examination will | take?

OCR Twenty First Centu ry GCSE Science or Btec  Science (generally groups 4 and 5)
Double award is compulsory for most students . The Science option available this year in the
option blocks is the Triple Award (depending on ability). [t is important for students to take
the above optional course if they wish to study a science course post 16/post A - Level.

What is involved with the examination?
All examinations Jdincluding periodic Module Test over the two years  d make up 67% of the
entire course.

What coursework will | have to complete?
The coursework element is worth 33% and comprises two elements:
The critical analysis of primary data and a case study of a topical (scientific) issue.

Who teaches the different science subjects?
You will have one science teacher for the Double Award GCSE and a  different teacher with
expertise in different sciences if you opt to take extra science in the option blocks.

What other Science Subjects will there be?
We also offer BTEC First (equivalent of 2 GCSE)  in Applied Science for those students we feel

it would benefit the most. These students are predominantly in sets 4/5.

For further information contact . Mr Fairbrother & Miss Crofts

Options Booklet 2016012
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

Information and Communicat fon Technology is offered in three  formats:

A. A compulsory course taking 4 hours per fortnight (OCR National Award )
B. An optional qualification taking 9 hours per fortnight (  OCR National Certificate
C. An optional qualification taking 14 hours per fortnight (Diploma)

Please see the relevant options pages for a full description of the se qualifications.

LIFE AND MORALITY

What are the aims of the course?
All students in year 9 have begun this course in the Spring Term of this year, while still in
Year 9. This is to enable us to teach the full GCSE to the students rather than entering
them for a short course (half) GCSE only. This course leads to a full G~ CSE qualification.
However the topics covered are of vital importance to students as they prepare for a full
and active role as an adult in modern society. Therefore it aims not only to give student~ =
good academic qualification but also to help develop t  heir thinking as more mature y, f
people.

What topics will | study?

Unit3 (Year9and 10) 0
o Matters of Life (e.g. scientific methods of helping childless couples, cloning, transplant
surgery etc.)
o Matters of Death (e.g. euthanasia)
e Drug Abuse
e  Crime and Punishment
e Rich and Poor in Society

Unit 2 (Year 11) -
o Animal Rights
e Planet Earth
e Prejudice and Discrimination
e Abortion
Each topic studied focuses on Christian and Muslim responses. \

What skills will | develop?

Students from any or no  religious background are equally valued. This course develops
students with inquiring minds who enjoy listening to alternative points of view, discussing
these orally and on the written page and who want to show their own beliefs and thoughts
through clear and informed conclusions.

What examination will | take?

Options Booklet 2016012
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AQA Religious Studies Syllabus B, Units 2 and 3.

What is involved with the examination?

This is a modular course. It offers the advantage of giving students experience of a GCSE
examination towar ds the end of Year 10 (May/June - Unit 3) worth 50% of their overall
GCSE grade, with Unit 2 being taught and examined in Year 11 as the other 50%.

What coursework will | have to complete?
There is no coursework requirement for this course

What independent study will | have to undertake?

Throughout the course the highest grades are kept for students who show evidence of

extra research. This may involve using books, the Internet, newspapers/magazines and
other sources of information such as  seeking the views and reactions of friends and family

What career opportunities could the course help to give me?

A Religious Studies qualification is widely recognized as particularly useful for careers
working with people from different backgrounds e.q.  journalism, law enforcement, legal
professions, medical and health care professions, the armed services, and retall work.

For further information contact : The RE Department

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

(

All students will have four  hours of compulsory physica | education per ,
fortnight . The activities will be delivered as part of a rotating options A

programme allowing students the opportunity to select activities they

enjoy and feel successful at. The PE el ement

of t he subject.

Options Booklet 2016012
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ADDITIONAL MATHEMATICS

e Students are required to be in set 1 for mathematics in order to study this course. ‘

What are the aims of the course? ®

All pupils will be taking GCSE Mathematics at KS4. This year we ? r x
are offering those pupils interested in studying Mathematics at a

higher level the opportunity to take a qualification which will give + —
them experience of O06AO / evel z‘ype3W

What topics wil | study?

In addition to the basic work for GCSE, pupils will study such
topics as Integration & Differentiation, Binomial expansion,
Polynomials and Kinematics

What skills will | develop?
You will gain a sound basic knowledge of the work that is studied at 6Ad6 | evel, and | mpr o
Mathematical skills..

What examination will | take?
OCR Additional Mathematics Examination

What is involved with the examination?
This will be assessed in a single paper 2 hour examination at the end of year 11. No  coursework s
required.

Who is this course suitable for?

We will be talking to the top sets in year 9 about this course, and will suggest to students who might
benefit from it. Students need to have the ability AND the interest if they are to follow this

course successfully. If you have any doubts please talk to your maths teacher or Mr. Rogers

What independent study will | have to undertake?
When studying at this level, practising the skills learnt is vital. There will be homework set, but it /s
hoped t hat pupils will want to pursue the study of a concept until it is fully understood.

What career opportunities could the course help to give me?

It is presumed that any student opting for this course will want to

study Mathematics at AS and/or A level on  leaving Light Hall. It is
important to remember that an A level qualification in Mathematics is
looked on very favourable when making application to University
courses, and does not commit the student to taking Maths. For example
Medlicine and Law are two c areers that accept it as a suitable entrance
examination for their courses. Following this course will also increase
the students understanding of Mathematics, supporting their GCSE
studies, and provide a useful qualification in its own right.

For further __information contact:  Mr. Rogers
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ART & DESIGN

Courses on offer: GCSE Art & Design

GCSE Applied Art & Design
GCSE Garden Design

What are the aims of the courses?

What topic will | study?

What skills will I develop?

Develop skills and techniques in effective communication, organisation and expression of
ideas visually, working both independently and as part of a team.

Galn understanding of a wide range of Art materials, medja, techniques and processes in 2D,
3D and Computer Aided Design.

Improve the understanding of Art within the context of different cultures, society and

industry.

Enhance individual visual perception of the world and develop creative and analytical thinking
skifls. To build self confidence and sel festeem in Art & Design and become a reflective
learner.

To give students practical experience of what is involved in Live Commission based artwork

(Applied).

A range of thematic projects focused on Fine Art, Craft & Design. y
oA i edd Art, Craft and Design and
Commi ssion, Design Specification or Cg®

Observational drawing and painting

Designing to BeejfecpeBriiféertsd.

Critical and Contextual Studly skills.

Art History.

Production of 2D and 3D sculptural work.

Sourcing Information - Primary and Secondary Research dincluding Gallery
Visit.

Technical use of materials and develop skills in a range of Art processes in
2D and 3D.

Computer Aided Design and Digital Imagery.

What examination will | take?

GCSE Art & Design  (Unendorsed) - Art, Craft & Design thematic work incorporating an

extensive range of media and skills. Awarding Body - AQA.

GCSE O6Appl i ed A8itmi&l dresti gndt andard GCSE Art & Desi
Design O6Appl/ieddbé to commission/work/industry based
Awarding Body dAQA

GCSE Garden Design d Similar to standard GCSE Art & Design but using garden design as a

focus for study. Awarding Body - AQA

What is involved with the examinations?

Coursework.: 60% of the overall marks. Production of two
extended coursework projects 9 produced during terms 1 to
4.

Terminal Examination . 40% of the marks. One Externally set
examination question O6Themed

Options Booklet 2016012
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GCSE Applied Art & Design . All the above but students will work on Applied Art, Craft and Design
Briefs or Commissions.

What independent study will | ha ve fo undertake?
o Students will be expected to complete Artwork and research in their own time and should
have a suitable area at home to undertake Art work.
o They will be expected to create evidence of research and development in sketch books and
will be a sked to produce supporting practical 2D and 3D work at school and at home.

What career opportunities could the course help to give me?

There are many career opportunities, which can follow Art training. Some examples are: -
Fashion Design, Interior Desi gn, Graphic Design, Advertising,; Architecture, Film and Television;
Stage and Set Design, Jewellery, Furniture Design,; Hair & Beauty, Fine Art; Costume and Textiles

Desi gn;, Ceramic Design, Ani mati on;, Web Desi gresé@arden

For further information contact: Ms Davis, Miss Shutt and Mrs Walker

Options Booklet 2016012
15



BTEC BUSINESS STUDIES

What are the aims of the course?

A BTEC First in Business is a work related course, designed to provide a clear route into
business education and employment. However, it is also a route into many other areas of
education due to its broad content.

What is a BTEC First  ?
A BTEC Firstis a vocational course. There is a natural post 16 progression to First and
National Diplomas. A BTEC First s the equivalent to 2 GCS.

What topics will | study?

It is made up of three units all studied as coursework.
1. Exploring Business Purposes.
2. Business Communication.
3. People in Organisations.

What coursework/ examinations will | have to do?
There /s no exam in the BTEC First. All units are assessed by portfolio and teacher
assessment.

Each unit is covered in detail with a coursework p  roject based on all topics studied. Each
unit and project will require on observations of work related simulations.

What independent study will | have to undertake?

All units require real evidence collected from businesses. It is important that you are
prepared to work both alone and in a group in order to complete the work set. You will also
benefit from good communication skills as it is a key part in the assessment of Work.

What career opportunities could the course help to give me?

As a BTEC qualification is highly respected course in industry, it is possible to gain entry
into a wide variety of careers and further education.

For further i nformation contact: Mrs Hart or Mr. Duffy.
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GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES

e Students should be attaining at least a level 5¢ in English in order to meet the demands
of this course. The BTEC Business studies is the equivalent qualification.

What are the aims of the course?

GCSE Businessis a work related course, designed to provide a clear route into business
education and employment. However, it is also a route into many other areas of education
aue to its broad content.

What is GCSE Business ?

GCSE Business is a new and exciting business course which is being offered this year, it is
a good route into business and allows for easy access into further education for business
students. It provides one GCSE at A* 0 C grade. This course has a heavy emphasis on
learning content for a final w  ritten exam.

What topics will | study?

It s made up of three units
1. Introduction to Small Business
2. Investigating Small Business
3. Business Communication

What coursework/ examinations will | have to do?

Each unit has a range of tasks, the first and third unit both contain external examinations
which contain multiple choice exams and objective test questions. The exams will be based
on the skills and knowledge which is taught during lesson time.

The second unit is internally assessed coursework which buil  ds on the knowledge learned in
unit1 & 2. The coursework is made up of different sections and allows you the chance to
see how an actual small business is set up.

What independent study will | have to undertake?

All units require real evidence collected  from businesses. It is important that you are
prepared to work both alone and in a group in order to complete the work set. You will also
benefit from good communication skills as it is a key part in the assessment of work.

What career opportunities coul  d the course help to give me?

GCSE Businessis a highly respected course in industry, it is possible to gain entry into a
wide variety of careers. It also allows easy access fo a range of further education
business courses such as A-Level Business & BTEC Level 3 Business Studies.

For further information contact: Mrs Hart or Mr Duffy
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT

What are the aims of the course?

To devel op studentsébé knowl/l edge and understanding of al
needs within society. They will be able to examine issues that affect the quality of life and

development of children. Students will develop skills to help them approach topics in an analytical

and creative way.

What topics will | study?

Parenthood, pregnancy, and bir th. Physical development, nutrition and health, intellectual, social and
emotional development. The family and the community. Nutrition and feeding. Basic needs of babies
and children up to the age of 5. Contraception and the importance of family planning.

What skills will | develop?
Researching, analysing, planning, observing, understanding and evaluating relevant areas of the
subject.

What examination will | take?
OCR G. C. S.DFe.ved ©pimeadrt 6

What is involved with the examination?
A written examination 1.5rs  40%

What controlled assessment will | have to complete?

Controlled Assessment 60%

Three short tasks which are based on the syllabus and one long and detailed project called

ol ndividual Tasko based on the study of a child or chi
their own child to studly.

What independent study will | have to undertake?
A large section of the controlled assessment requires ongoing individual study

What career opportunities could the course help to give me?

A grounding for the following qualifications. -NVQ@6és i n oFEarly Years Care & Eduvu
OPl aywor k4oLl,e vieGACHE oCerti ficate i n Child Care & Educat

Nursingo;, BTEC oNational Diploma in Chil dhood Studi esc
employment in playgroups, day nurseries and private nanny/family help. Others could lead to careers

in nursing, teaching and other related professions.

What are the special features of the course?

Special features of the course include outside speakers such as mothers accompanied by their

babies, school nurse and representatives from organisations wifl be invited to talk to students. Some

Visits to playgroup and toddler groups are also included. Students will be given the opportunity of

taking home overnight a O6Real Care Babydé to get a snay
parenthood.

For further information contact : Ms. P Harris or Mrs.L.Chan
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BTEC Performing Arts - DANCE

What are the aims of the course?
- To develop knowledge and understanding of the social and historical context of dance
- To allow learners the opportunity to experience a variety of dance styles
- To give learners the chance to perform to a range of audiences
- To acquire and develop choreographic and analytical skills
- To develop |l earnersdé abilities through

- You will complete a number of units covering a variety of dance topics and styles. Units may
include Performing Dance, The Development of Dance and Exploring Urban Dance Styles. ||

- Practical work is an important part of the course and topics will be explore d in a practical manner "

7 - = TWhat©picdwiltl study? T T T T T T T T T/ = = = ¢
|
| where possible.

- Analytical/Evaluative skills
- Functional skills (English, Maths and ICT)

< What skills will | develop? . t}

. - Dance skills in a variety of disciplines . ‘ J
E - Dance workshop etiquette . —

: - Performance skills .

: - Research skills . Ny
° ° A

What examination will | take?
- Edexcel BTEC First Extended Certificate in Dance (Performing Arts).
- This qualification is roughly equivalent to 2 GCSEs at A*- C grade.

What is involved with the final examination?
- There is no final examination. 100% c oursework continually assessed over 2 years.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
. o,

What coursework will I have to complete?
e Project work for each module will be used for the total assessment.
e Assessment type will be varied and may include:
e Producing written reports and presentations
e Participating in practical workshops
e Dance performances
e Analysing performance

of
.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What career opportunities could the course help to give me?

- The course provides a vocational introduction to the Dance (Performing Arts) industry and
could lead to further education courses in Performing Arts and Dance, for example, BTEC
National courses.

- It will allow learners to experience a range of dance styl es and disciplines through workshops
and performances, giving learners the opportunity to talk to professionals from within the
Dance industry.

- The course would be ideal for anyone wishing to pursue a career or an interest in dance or
choreography and would be useful to learners aspiring to teach dance.

For further information contact : Mr Barnes or Miss Dunlevy
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

We offer a wide choice of FIVE different, new GCSE courses . One or two of the
following subjects may be chosen for GCSE -

OCR Design and Technology & TEXTILES

OCR Design and Technology & FOOD

OCR Design and Technology & GRAPHICS

OCR Design and Technology & RESISTANT MATERIALS
or Welsh Board 9 PRODUCT DESIGN

visit www.ocr.org.uk or www.wjec.co.uk for more details.

What are the aims of the courses?
e To encourage, inspire and motivate students.
e To build upon Design and Technology experiences at Key Stage 3 and to develop design and
technological knowledge, creative and innovative skills in the chosen area(s).
e To broaden understanding of industrial production and commercial practices including
CAD/CAM.

What topics will | study?

A variety of topics linked to the subject (s) which encourage the developing of design ideas, creating
products and considering sustainability, the influence of designers, materials, historical aspects of

their use, SMART modern materials, computer aided design (CAD) and computer aided manufacture
(CAM).

What skills will | develop?
Designing and making skills, analysing, problem solving, y

research techniqu es, working independently and with \W - —
others, become a discriminating and informed user of ‘
products , product development , costing and testing.

You will also improve and develop ICT skills including Computer Aided Design and
Manufacture t hat will assist with developing and making your products.

p——

The GCSE® are made up of 4 units:

Unit 1 - Introduction to Designing and Making - 20 hour controlled assessment - 30%

Unit 2 0 Sustainability 6 Written examination 6 60 marks - 20%.

Unit 3 & Making Quality Products - 20 hour controlled assessment - 30%

Unit 4 & Technical Aspects of Designing and Making 0 Written examination 060 marks - 20%

What examination will | take?
Units 2 and 4 are externally assessed. There are no tiers.

What controlled assessment will | have to complete?
The controlled assessment elements are units 1 and 3. Altogether controlled

assessment is worth 60% of the total  available marks and involves 40 hours work on your chosen
task. All of the Design and Technology courses include the opportunity to design and make creative
solutions to real problems and to be able to achieve  60% of your final grade through controlled
assessment.

What independent study will | have to undertake?

Individual project research, investigation and analysis, developing your own design
ideas and sufficient information to be able to make your chosen design using
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appropriate materials and process es. Your teachers will guide you but your wor k must be your own.
You will need to be well motivated and take charge of your learning and development.

What career opportunities could the course help to give me?

The range of skills and knowledge you will develop is recognised by employers and Further Education
establishments enabling you to progress directly to employment or to study for further

qualifications . A wide variety of career opportunities may be followed in a ny area related to the
subject.

What are the special features of the course s?

TEXTILES Textiles is an enjoyable subject in its own right allowing students to develop both

design and practical skills and frequently releasing hidden talent. It links to higher education with

many students taking it forward into associated college courses and university degrees

FOOD Food offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum for students to develop their knowledge

and extend their practical skills creatively, experience working with a wide range of products and
equipment. Providing them with not only a chance to gain a qualification but also important life skills
which will be valuable to them in the future.

GRAPHICS This course rewards creativity and is suitable for students who enjoy working with
graphic techniques and materials (paper, card, flexible  plastics, SMART materi als) and ICT .
Students will make use of CAD/CAM to design and model their conceptual ideas which could include

a range of topics from mobile phone design to Nanotechnology. A GCSE in Graphics would enable
students to advance their sk ills in associated college courses such as: Graphic Design, Architecture
and Interior Design.

RESISTANT MATERIALS  This course is ideal for students who enjoy the practical side of Design

& Technology. Students will work with a range of equipment and proce  sses using resistant materials
(wood, metal, plastic and SMART materials) to produce quality products which could include
jewellery, storage solutions and mood lighting. CAD/CAM utilising ICT software will be used to
achieve success and will assist studen ts in their future career paths.

PRODUCT DESIGN This is new course which encourages students to develop innovation, creativity
and flair when designing products . Students will work with a range of different designing and
modelling materials, 6 s mart 8 and ot her modern materials, electron
including computer - aided design (CAD) and computer aided manufacturing (CAM).  Students will
identify and solve real problems by designing and making products or  systems relating to their
personal interests . In addition s tudents have the opportunity to  study the work of two influential
designers.

WJEC Product Design GCSE requirements:
Unit1l o Written exam 640% - externally assessed.
Unit 2 0 Product Design Task - controlled assessment 8 60% www.wjec.co.uk for more details

For more information talk to:

Mrs K Moore: Textiles .

Mrs J Willcock:  Food.

Mrs H Gleaves /Mr G Gara: Graphics.
Mrs H Gleaves /Mr G Gara: Resistant Materials

Mrs H Gleaves /Mr G Gara: Product Design.
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DRAMA

e There /s a large amount of compulsory extra - curricular activity involved with the Drama
G.C.S.E course. You will be required to rehearse for mock and final examination
performances after school as well as attending theatre trips upon which some written
and practical coursework will be based.

e The course also has a heavy emphasis on performing . You must be prepared to perform
in front of others

What topics will | study?
Your topics will be selected f rom a vast range of issues within society using texts, newspaper
articles, plays, music, artefacts and poems.

What skills will | develop?

Confidence Evaluative

Team work Communication

Improvisation Decision making / problem solving
Dramatic terminology Devising

Expression / Body language Manipulating the drama form

Other key skills developed are lighting/ set / costume / stage make up / sound effects

What examination will | take?
EDEXCEL G.C.S.E Drama, with the possibilityo f st udying towards an O0Arts Awar
Silver.
What is involved with the examination?
e You have the choice of being involved in the performance of a play from an existing script or
one you can create yourselves (you can choose to perform or offer performance support).
e You are involved in a variety of workshops which are assessed by your teacher.

What coursework will | have to complete?
40% practical examination by an external Edexcel examiner
60% controlled written and practical assessment

Your controlled assessment (coursework) is divided into two units which are a mixture of practical
workshops and coursework completed under controlled conditions.

e Unit One: You will use a variety of drama strategies to express your thoughts and ideas
about an issue during workshop sessions. You must complete written coursework to support
your practical and performance work.

e Unit Two: You explore a play and consider how a playwright expresses their ideas about a
theme, while experimenting with ways of mak ing the play work on stage. You also
have the opportunity to evaluative a live performance.  You must complete written
coursework to support your practical and performance work.

What career opportunities could the course help to give me?

Drama is a versati le subject which could be studied for its own sake, or to form the basis of a

future interest in the Performing Arts. Alternatively you can develop transferable skills, which you

can take into any profession. These include such fields as retail, travel and tourism, sales, teaching,
marketing or any career that involves meeting people face to face.

For further information contact : Miss Wyatt, Ms Cook or Miss Fanshawe
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